
NEWTON YOUTH COMMISSION Meeting 
September 7, 2011 MINUTES 

Location:  Newton City Hall Cafeteria 
 

 
Present:  Joe De Vito Chair, Tony Bibbo, Richard Dyer, Chris Fortunato, Matt Green, Peter Harrington, Jeff 

Mace, Stephan Ross, Terence Sack, Kirsten Tuohy 
Staff:    Ruth Hoshino 
Guests: Tom Pomeroy,  
Students: Teekhon Davidoff, Zach Eagle Jaya Forsythe, Isaac Rogers, Jay Sobel  
 

The meeting was opened at 7:05 PM and chaired by Joe De Vito with a message of appreciation for the 
commitment to the Youth Commission by the members and the students. 
 
A vote to accept the minutes of June 15, 2011 was passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  The budget for FY 2012 operating budget is $2500.  $800 will be paid for the E 
check-up program and money will be set aside for an Improbable Players performance at Newton North.  
 
Business: 

 The Newton Youth Commission mission statement was distributed for review and to use as a 
recruitment tool. 

 Mayor’s Public Service Internship Program Update – a successful first year and several returning 
students for the second year.  The group is trying the e-CHUG (electronic Check-Up to Go) - 
an interactive web survey that allows students to enter information about their drinking patterns 
and receive feedback about their use of alcohol.  Once is ready to share, media and other 
organizations will be notified to promote the program.  Other advertising methods will be 
considered such as posters, postcards, business cards, etc.  The students are making a resource 
list of places in the community where students can turn for help related to this anonymous, non-
judgmental on-line personal feedback tool on alcohol use.  Aggregate data is available, parents 
can use the site and hopefully it can be a conversation starter with youth staff and teens. A 
friendly URL will be created for easy access.  Graduate student interns may be recruited to work 
with this project. 
Going forward, the structure of the teen group is to have “committed” students who attend every 
meeting and work on projects (leadership group) and a “non-committed” group who help as much 
as possible but without the full time obligation.  These more part-time participants can provide 
valuable feedback about ideas and projects. A goal of the teens is to create a community around 
public service.  Joe and Chris hope to meet with the mayor to discuss the future of the program 

 Needs Assessment and Youth Services – the Youth Commission has a history of having 
administered a needs assessment at the two high schools that includes and goes beyond, alcohol 
and drug use – topics such as relationship issues, public service, employment, etc. were covered.  
This tool provides important data that can help make decisions about the programming and 
support young people need.  Also, the Health and Human Services Department is planning to 
create a Youth Services division, modeled after Senior Services, that would coordinate the 
programs and services that are available from many different sources.  Going forward, the Youth 
Commission would like to be involved in helping shape this new division – especially providing 
input from teens themselves. 

 Improbable Players - The well-received Newton South spring performance of the Improbable 
Players will be presented at North this year.  Aiming for an earlier date and more advance 
notification will hopefully result in a larger student audience (only about 25 students attended in 
June).  Kirsten will contact the North administration for scheduling and Ruth will get details from 
Improbable Players about cost and availability. 

 Recruitment – Anyone is interested in being involved with the Youth Commission is welcome.  It 
would be good to have a representative from Newton South. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM.  The next meeting is Wednesday, October 5, 2011 at 7 PM. 
Respectfully submitted by Ruth Hoshino 


